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. Course title: Scientific Writing in English

. Credit: 2

. Pre-requisite or should be equipped in advance: Be able to understand spoken

English and read and write basic English. Graduate status is desirable.

. Course objectives: After successfully completing this course, the student will
have obtained confidence and new skills to:

Be able to write English sentences without serious grammatical errors,

a.
b. Avoid errors in English that are most common to Chinese authors,
c. Prepare a summary in English of a scientific paper in Mandarin, and
d. Plan and organize a research project and describe it in a scientific paper.
. Course outline:
Unit topic Content (summary) Hours
1. Introduction Syllabus review and discussion. Review 2
of procedures and expectations
2. Mandarin/English Common types of errors 2
differences Subject/verb agreement
Indefinite pronouns
Count and noncount nouns
Singular/plural nouns
3. Special problems with | Helping verbs and main verbs 2
verbs Verbs in conditional sentences
Verbs followed by gerunds or infinitives
Two-word verbs
4. Articles a, an, the a or an with count or noncount nouns 2
Other noun markers
Using the
5. Additional problems Participles used as adjectives 2
Prepositions of time and place
Placement of adjectives and adverbs
Omitting or repeating subject
Repeating object
6. Review of progress Review of points causing confusion or 2
- difficulty - : : -
7. Style and flow in Considerations, audience, purpose 2
scientific writing Formal style and grammar
Flow of writing
8. Midterm examination | Principles of writing 2
9. Review of writing Review of principles and language use 2
10. Planning and Study plans 2
organizing research and Introduction




scientific writing I

Literature citations
Materials and methods

11. Planning and Discussion 2
organizing research and | Conclusions
scientific writing II Summary
Title
Literature cited
Latin abbreviations and phrases
12. Writing a summary Rules for summarizing 2
Procedures for summarizing
13.Writing exercise I Summarize from a paragraph using 3 or 4 2
, sentences
14. Writing exercise 11 Summarize from three paragraphs using 2
good flow of English
15. Writing exercise 111 Summarize a 4-page scientific paper 2
16. Presenting a scientific | Oral presentation 2
paper I Written presentation
Poster presentation
17. Presenting a scientific | Student presentations and critiques 2
paper 11 '
18. Final examination Writing assignment from given facts -2
36

. Major instruction issues

I Course materials:

Alley, M., 1996. The Craft of Scientific Writing, 3" Edition.

Springer, New York 282pp.

Hacker, D., 2000. Rules for Writers, 4™ Edition. Bedford/St.

Martin’s, Boston, New York, 555pp.

Swales, J.M., and C.B. Feak, 1994. Academic Writing for

Graduate Students, University of Michigan Press, Ann Arbor,

253pp.
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II1.

Iv.

How the course will be taught:

Emphasis will be on writing. Narrated lectures in English will be
on the NPUST distance education website. They will be presented
to the class and interpreted in Mandarin as necessary. Each class
will include and/or be followed by a writing assignment.
Homework assignments and examinations will be sent to VPISU by
e-mail, graded, and returned by e-mail.

Prof. Youngs will visit at least two sessions during the course to
get acquainted with students and discuss problems and questions.

Grading process:

Students will be given short writing assignments and will submit
these electronically. (40% of grade)

Written examinations will be given at mid-semester and final.
(30% of grade) '

Students will prepare a 300-500 word summary in English of a
laboratory or library research project. (30% of grade)

Course resources

Assistance from the computer center and distance learning staffs at
NPUST and Virginia Tech
Assistance from the digital imaging center at Virginia Tech.

Other related items

One or two videoconferences or teleconferences involving Prof.
Youngs, Prof. Wang, and the class will be arranged with the
assistance of NPUST’s computer center and VT’s institute for
distance learning.

e
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